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Mr. HoLianp, from the Committee on Public Works, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
[To accompany S. 1080] 


The Committee on Public Works, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 1080) to authorize the improvement of East Pass Channel from 
the Gulf of Mexico into Choctawhatchee Bay, Fla., having considered 
the same, report favorably thereon with amendments and recommend 
that the bill, as amended, do pass. 

The amendments are as follows: 

On page 1, line 3, strike out “Defense” and insert “the Army’’. 

On page 1, line 10, strike out all of the bill following the words 
“With the” and insert in lieu “‘plans and subject to the conditions in 
House Document Nymbered 470, Eighty-first Congress’. 

The purpose of the bill is to authorize restoration and maintenance 
of a channel from the Gulf of Mexico into Choctawhatchee Bay via 
the existing Kast Pass and maintenance of a channel from East Pass 
Channel to the harbor at Destin, Fla. 

The existing project for East Pass Channel was authorized by the 
River and Harbor Act of July 3, 1930, in accord with a recommenda- 
tion of the Chief of Engineers transmitted to the Congress in House 
Document 209, Seventieth Congress, first session. It provided for 
maintenance of a channel not less than 6 feet deep and 100 feet wide 
from Choctawhatchee Bay into the Gulf of Mexico. However, in 
1945, a channel 12 feet deep and 180 feet wide was dredged by the 
Corps of Engineers in East Pass in connection with the national- 
security and defense operations of Eglin Air Force Base. This air 
base is the headquarters of the Air Proving Ground Command and 
is a permanent establishment. Craft stationed at the base are used 
in range-patrol work, guided-missiles operations, bombing missions, 
placing of targets, salvaging of wrecks, diving operations, and in 
lifesaving missions. 
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During rescue operations time is a decided factor, and the nearest 
other outlet to the Gulf is about 45 miles distant; an adequate channel 
through East Pass, to permit navigation under all weather conditions 
in order that these watercraft may successfully carry out their as- 
signed missions, is essential. 

No maintenance on this channel has been performed; so it has 
reverted to its original 6-foot controlling depth. In addition, there 
is a natural channel between Destin Harbor and East Pass Channel. 
Maintenance of this channel to a depth of 6 feet must be accomplished 
by dredging to permit navigation at all times. 

The improvements proposed in this bill are generally in accord with 
the report of the Chief of Engineers dated August 19, 1949, and 
printed in House Document No. 470, Eighty-first Congress. The 
$30,000 annual expenditure of Federal funds are substantially mainte- 
nance costs, including $10,000 heretofore authorized. 

The project is recommended subject to the condition that local 
interests hold and save the United States free from any property 
damage that may result from maintenance work. 

Practically all the benefits that would result from the improvement 
would accrue to a military establishment essential to national defense 
and security. 

Hearings were held by the House Committee on Public Works on a 
companion measure, H. R. 2322. 

The report of the Secretary of the Army on S. 1080 follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., June 21, 1961. 
Hon. DENNIS CHAVEZ, 
Chairman, Committee on Public Works, 
United States Senate. 


Dear SENATOR CHAVEZ: Reference is made to your request for the views of 
this Department concerning 8. 1080, Eighty-second Congress, to authorize the 
improvement of East Pass Channel from the Gulf of Mexico into Choctawhatchee 
Bay, Fla. 

The Department of the Army has considered the above-mentioned bill. The 
purpose of the bill, S. 1080, is to authorize restoration and maintenance of a 
channel from the Gulf of Mexico into Choctawhatchee Bay yia the existing East 
Pass and maintenance of a channel from East Pass Channel to the harbor at 
Destin, Fla. 

The proposed legislation is generally in accord with the report of the Chief of 
Engineers dated August 19, 1949, and printed in House Document No. 470, 
Eighty-first Congress. No new work would be involved in providing the im- 
provements, and the costs stated in the bill are substantially maintenance costs. 
The existing project for East Pass provides for a channel 6 feet deep and 100 feet 
wide from Choctawhatchee Bay into the Gulf of Mexico. However, in 1945, a 
channel 12 feet deep and 180 feet wide was dredged by the Corps of Engineers in 
East Pass in connection with the national security and defense operations of 
Eglin Air Force Base. No maintenance on this channel has been performed so 
it has reverted to its original 6-foot controlling depth. In addition, there is a 
natural channel between Destin Harbor and East Pass Channel. Maintenance 
of this channel to a depth of 6 feet must be accomplished by dredging to permit 
navigation at all times. 

Inasmuch as the bill would authorize the improvement recommended in the 
report already submitted to Congress, this Department offers no objection to 
enactment of the proposed legislation, provided the bill be amended by (a) striking 
out the word ‘‘Defense”’ in line 3, page 1, and substituting the words “‘the Army”’; 
and (b) by striking out all of the bill following line 9, page 1, and substituting 
wording as follows: “accordance with the plans and subject to the condition in 
House Document Numbered 470, Eighty-first Congress.’’ to make it conform to 
current general legislation authorizing projects of this type. 
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The fiscal effect of the bill will be an annual expenditure of $30,000 for restoring 
and maintaining the project, including $10,000 heretofore authorized. 

This report has been coordinated among the departments and boards of the 
Department of Defense in accordance with procedures prescribed by the Secretary 
of Defense. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that, while there is no objection to the 
submission of this report to your committee, it believes that it would be preferable 
to defer authorization of the improvement until such time as it can be included 
in an omnibus river and harbor bill. 

Sincerely yours, 
FRANK Pace, Jr., 
Secretary of the Army. 
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